


Quick-time concrete placement for
 
initial floor of Indy's "Artsgarden"
 

Earty in the mornin g of an over­
cast Spr ing day, a pair of con­
crete pumpers were poised to 

reach their booms and rubber snou ts 
to a nd th ro ug h steel bea ms an d 
columns which will support an "Arts­
garden" in downtown Indi anapolis. 

Streets had been blocked from traf-

R. L. lv1cCoy's pair of Schwing concrete pumpers 
receive plasticized mix/ i'OIII duul Cannel Concrete 
ready-mix trucks and place it a/I deck L~f tile 
Artsgardcn at Indianapolis' Washillgtoll and illinois 
streets intersection. 

fie hours earlier in prepa ration for the 
event - the initial concrete pours for 
the deck of the massive overhead mu l­
tipurpose walkway inter secting Wash­
ington and Illinois street s. 

The Artsgarden is pa rt of the overall 
design of Indianapolis' Circle Cent re 
Mall, which is slated for completion in 
late 1995. 

'1Norke rs scrambled in to posi tion as 
th e first of many read y mix trucks 
lined up to the east and west of the 
winged , circula r structural stee l plat­
form which will be connected by three 
wa lkways to downtown buildings 
and with a s taircase to a futur e 
parklike setting to the northeast. 

R. L. McCoy Co., under 
a subcontrac t to Hager­
man Con st ruction, Fort 
\-\Iayne, lnd., began pu mp­
ing the 350 cubic yards of 
concrete required to form 
the deck of the Artsgarden 
as well as wall ed concrete 
planters ar ound its 
perimeter. 

"We started work at 6 
a.m . on that Thursday, " 
said Gar y Brown, McCoy 
superintendent, "to get set 
up, with the first load of 
concrete arriving at 7 a.m. 
H a ger m a n "..a n ted us 
there early to get into po­
s ition a nd e ns u re the 
pumpers were positioned 
correctlv and mak e sure 
the booms could swing up 
over and Mound the steel 
members and be abl e to 
cove r all the areas ." 

The p air of Schwing 
concrete pumps, a 1200-42 
a n d 1200-36, w ere fed 
wi th a st eady strea m of 
six-bag mix concrete sup­
plied by Cannel Concrete 
Co. "Because of all the dif­

ferent areas we had to pour at differ­
ent times, it took the two machines to 
reach it all," Brown continued. 

The streets had to be opened to traf­
fic by 4:30 p.m. to accommodate rush­
hour traffic. By completing the pour in 
abou t five hou rs, tha t provided suffi­
cient time for water from the concrete 
to stop dripp ing before traffic was al­

lowe d through the intersection. 
" It was a good pour, althoug h our 

p o u r rate w asn't th at g rea t" th e 
McCoy superintenden t sai d . "Even 
with the two machines to reach all the 
different areas, we couldn't pour at a 
normal rate w ith a ll th e s tructu ral 
st eel we ha d to w or k around, and 
with the four different entrance points 
to the Artsgarden." 

There were slopes and offsets for 
rain gu tte r ing on th e outs ide, and 
th er e ar e con cret e flo wer pl anters 
completely around the perimeter. The 
two -foot area has an uptu rn wall, and 
shrubs and flowe rs will be pla n ted 
completely around the pe rimet er. "So 
we had to pour the pe rimeter first be­
cause it sets down," Brown said, "then 
we came back a little later an d poured 
an 18-inch tall wall on top of it ." 

The six-bag mix was also plasticized 
for work ability and to ach ieve a fast­
set ting concre te. "The reason for that 
wa s for th e stri ppi ng of pl ywood. 
They wanted to come in on Mond ay 
and strip," Brown continued. "They 
started stripping planter forrn work on 
Friday, but had to wait un til Monday 
for the rema inder." 

As far as the p umping ope ra tion 
went, there were just the opera tors 
and Gary Brown. Hagerman had 11 
finishers and '] 0 laborers, which were 
spl it into tw o crew s, one crew per 
pump. It took one laborer per pump 
to handle the hose , and four knock­
down men for five finisher s. 

" If the pour hadn't been made on 
that day, we would have had to wait a 
week because the city would only let 
Hagerman close down the streets On a 
Thursday. 

"A week 's wait would have thrown 
scheduling off badly. There is a May 
deadline to get this enclosed and to a 
stage where build ings at the corners 
can tie int o the Artsgarden ," the 
McCoy superintende nt concluded . Q 


