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THE BIG POUR
1,240 meters of
concrete placed on
I-65 bridge deck in
15-3/4 hours

Story and photos by Tom Hale

“ his is as good as it
gets.” That was Ron
Alexander’s comment

after observing one of the largest

| continuous bridge deck pours in

Indiana.

Alexander, a representative for
Prairie Group, Indianapolis, was
one of many individuals who
watched the placement of 1,240
meters (or 1,620 square yards) of
Class C concrete on the south-
bound deck of 1-65’s White River
bridge in Indianapolis.

The big pour on the 310.6-meter-
long (1,019 feet, 1-3/8 inches)
structure was accomplished in just
15-3/4 hours — from 4:30 p.m. on
July 26 to 8:15 a.m. on July 27.

“The work went smoother that I
thought it would go,” said Ron
Heustis, project engineer for the
Greenfield District, Indiana
Department of Transportation
(INDOT). He added that the state
performed 40-plus field tests on
the concrete and all were well
within guidelines.

Heustis, a 20-year INDOT veter-
an, and Tom Benham, the project
manager for Weddle Bros. Con-
struction Co., Inc. and a 30-year
construction veteran, noted that
the the pour was the largest bridge
deck pour they had ever seen.

Weddle Bros. Construction Co.,
Inc., of Bloomington, Ind., served

Aerial view of the White River bridge
in Indianapolis. (Photo courtesy R.L.
McCoy, Inc.)






Prairie Group, Indianapolis, supplies concrete for the Indianapolis bridge project.

half of the deck. Another 28-meter
pump was used to start the second
half of the deck to the north, and
workers completed the final
pumping segments with the two
42-meter pumps used at the begin-
ning.

During placement of the con-
crete, Weddle Bros. used two
Gomaco finish machines {(double-
drum and single-drum) on the

Scott Stine, project engineer for Wed-
dle Bros.; and Ron Alexander and
Paul Hochgesang of Prairie Group.

eight-inch-thick concrete bridge
deck to give it the desired surface
texture.

Prairie Group’s operation was
headed by General Manager Gary
Matney. The company steadily
rotated its concrete trucks (each
carrying 7.5 meters, or 9.8 yards of
concrete), using 22 trucks to trans-
port the material from its plant to
the jobsite.

“The pour went like clockwork
all night long,” said Paul Hochge-
sang, operations manager for
Prairie Group. “We made 162
loads, and never lost a load. That is
something we are proud of
because this was a big job and any-
thing could have happened.
But we never lost that first yard of
concrete.”

About 50 workers worked long
hours to make the pour a success.
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Two Schwing 1200/42-meter pumps
(one stationed below the bridge on
White River Pkwy.) pump concrete
for the first half of the deck.

That total doesn’t include the
many people involved in the
planning and preparation for the
pour. J



e Weddle Bros. — Richard
Sieboldt, president; Scott Sieboldt,
division manager/vice president;
Tom Benham, project manager;
Scott Stine, project engineer;
Scott Jones, project supervisor;
Mike Griffith, Steve Hathaway,
Vern Cochran and Randy
Allen, superintendents; Marvin
Wagner, superintendent for barrier
wall; and Mary Bryant, project
secretary.

Key road subcontractors and
suppliers are: A & C Trucking,
Indianapolis; Antigo Construction
Co., Madison, Wis.; CSR
American Aggregates, Indianapo-
lis; C-Tech Corp., Indianapolis;
James H. Drew Corp., Indianapo-
lis; Lone Star, Greencastle, Ind.;
and Triad Construction, Inc.,
Indianapolis. J

As daylight turns into darkness, the
pour proceeds towards middle
of the deck.




