
THE BIG POUR
 
1,240 meters of 
concrete placed on 
1-65 bridge deck in 
15-3/4 hours 

Story and phoio« by Tom Hale 

"Th is is as goo d as it 
ge ts ." That w as Ron 
Alexander's comment 

aft er obse rv ing one of the lar gest 
con tinuo us br id ge deck pours in 
Indi ana. 

Alexa nder, a rep resentat ive for 
Prairie Group, Ind ianapolis, wa s 
one of many ind iv iduals who 
wa tched the placeme nt of 1,240 
meters (or 1,620 sq ua re yard s) of 
Cl ass C concre te on the o u th ­
bo und deck of I-65's '.Vhite River 
br idge in Ind ianapolis. 

The big pour on the 310.6-met ' r ­
lo ng (1 ,019 fe e t, 1-3 / in ches ) 
structure was accom plished in jus t 
15-3/ 4 ho ur s - from .f:30 p.m. on 
July 26 to 8:15 a.m. on July 27. 

"Th e work wen t smoother that r 
tho ught it wou ld go," sai d Ron 
Heu stis. project engi neer for the 
G ree n fie ld Dist r ict , India n a 
Dep ar tme n t of Tra n s p o r ta tion 
(IN DOT). He ad ded tha t the state 
perfo rmed .fa-p lus field tests on 
the concrete a n d all w e re w e ll 
within guidelines. 

Heu -tj , a 20-year INDOT veter­
an , and Tom Benh am, the p ro ject 
manage r for Wed d lc Bros. Con­
. truction Co ., Inc. an d a 30-year 
can. tru ctio n veteran, no ted tha t 
the the xiur was the largest bridge 
deck pour they had ever seen. 

Wedd le Bros. Construction Co., 
Inc .. of Bloomington, Ind ., served 

Aerial Vil'll' of the \Vhite River bridge 
ill Indianapolis. (Photo col/rfesy Ro L. 
McCoy, lnc.) 



.. 
0:: successful than the northbound The participants worked toge th­

pour because of improved traffic er to deal with the logist ics of the 
coordination and the coope ration job - getting concrete to the deck, 
of all participan ts. po sit ioning equ ipment, whil e at 
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R.L. McCoy, Inc.'s Schwing 1200/42-metel' pllmp in operation at beginnillg of 
15-3/4-110111' pailI'. 

the same time coordinating traffic 
flow through the area . 

"Timing and movemen t of the 
equ ipment was challenging," said 
Gary Brown, Ind ianapolis opera­
tions manager for R.L. McCoy, Inc. 
"We had to move with the flow ­
mo ving equipmen t from spo t to 
spot, which made it tough for all 
the operators. A lot of things had 
to come in to play and fa ll into the 
correct order for every th ing to 
work ou t no t only for us, but for 
Weddle and Prairie." 

R.L. McC oy Inc ., led by Presi­
dent Mark McCoy, had a crew of 
eight on site, includ ing Brown and 
Mike McC oy; operato rs Mike 
Grimes, Jeff Baylor, Butch Lanham 
and Jim Miller ; and mechanics Phil 
Ha u th and Carl Van Allen . Also , 
~vl cC o y' s Indianap oli s office 
manager, Katrina Brown, visited 
the site. 

" \'\Ie we re a Iittle over-st a ffed , 
but there was a lot involved with 
this pro ject," sa id Brown . "W e 
wan ted to ha ve a smooth op era­
tion \"'..ithout any problems ." 

Wedd le Bros . Superint end ent 
Steve Ha thaway and Pr oj ect 
Supervisor Scott Jones, supervised 
the big pou r as R.L. McC oy Co. 
uti li zed four Schwing concrete 
pumps - two 1200/ 28-meter and 
two 1200/42- meter pumps, with a 
31-meter pump as a standby. 

Beginning at 4:30 p .m . at th e 
south end of the bridge, a 42-meter 
pump was used as the bridge deck 
operation moved nor th. When this 
pump reache d a point whe re it 
cou ld n' t reach any further, th e 
workers switched to an other 42­
meter pump - positi oned below 
the br idge on White River Pkwy. 
- to adv ance the operatio n 
toward the middle of the deck. 

At 8:30 p.m., traffic was restric t­
ed on one lane of southbou nd 1-65, 
all ow in g McC oy to p la ce a 28­
meter pump in the middle of the 
p roject. This pump was used to 
complete th e rema inder of fi rst 



Prairie Group, lndianapotis, supplies concretefor the ludianapoli« bridge protect. 

hal f of the de ck. Another 28-meter 
pump wa s used to sta rt the second 
half of the deck to the north, an d 
w o r ke rs com ple ted th e fin al 
pum p ing se gm ents with the tw o 
-!2-meter pumps use d at the begin­
ning. 

During p lacement of th e con­
cre te, Weddle Br os. u sed tw o 
Gomaco fin ish machines (double­
d rum and sin g le-dru m) on the 

Scott Stille, proiect engineerfor Wed­
dle Bros.; and Ron Alexander and 
Paul HochgesilIlg of Prairie Group. 

eight-in ch -thick concrete bridge 
deck to give it the desired surface 
texture. 

Prairie Group's operation w as 
headed by General Manager Gary 
Matney . The company steadily 
rotated it s concrete trucks (each 
carrying 7.5 meters, or 9.8 yards of 
concrete ), using 22 tru cks to trans­
port the mater ial from its p lant to 
the jobsite. 

"The pou r went like clockwork 
all night long, " said Paul Hochge­
sa n g , o p e rat io n s manage r for 
Prair ie Group . " We mad e 162 
loads, and never lost a load. That is 
som ething we are proud of 
because this was a big job and an y­
th in g co u ld ha ve ha ppen ed . 
But we never lost that first yard of 
conc rete." 

About 50 wor kers worked lon g 
hours to make the pour a success. 

Two Schwing 1200/42-meter pumps 
tone stationed below the bridge 011 

I'V!l ite River Pkwy.) plllllp concrete 
for tilefirst half of the deck. 

Tha t to ta l d oesn 't in clud e th e 
man y p eople in vol ved in the 
pl an ning and prep aration for the 
pou r. ::J 
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• \ eddie Bro . - Richard 
ieboldt, pre ident; Scott Sieboldt, 

divi ion manager /vice president; 
Tom Benha m, project manager; 

tt tine , projec t engineer; 
tt Jon es , project supervisor; 
'C Griffith, Steve Hathaway, 

rn Cochran and Randy 
len, superintendents; Marvin 
agner, superintendent for barrier 
all; a nd Mary Bryant, project 

retary. 
Key road s ubcon tracto rs and 

upp lie rs are : A & C Trucking, 
Indianapolis; Antigo Construction 
Co., Madison , Wi .; CSR 

me rican Aggregates, lndianapo­
; C-Tech Corp. , Indianapolis; 

arne H. Drew Corp., Indianapo­
; Lone Star, Greencastle, Ind .; 

nd Triad onstruction , lnc ., 
India napolis. .J 

daylight turns into darkness, the 
IIr proceeds towards middle 
the deck. 
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