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Indianapolis Marriott Downtown is
 
on Fast Track
 

for Completion in Spring 2001
 

Story and photos by Tom Hale 

T
he amazing tr ansformation of downtown Ind i­
anapolis continues with construction of Ind i­
an a polis M arri o tt Dow n tow n, a 19-s to ry, 

495,OOO-square-foot h otel com plex. The Marriott, 
w ith 615 deluxe guestrooms and 28 su ites, will be the 
city ' s largest hotel, topping the 573-room Westi n 
Hotel. And it als o will be the largest hotel in th e state 
of Ind iana. 

Early March viewas precast work can tinliesall
 
Indianapolis Marriott Doumtoum.
 

Huber, Hunt & Nichols, Inc., In­
d ianapolis, is constru ction man­
ager for the fast-track project, which 
is being built on a block bordered 
to the north by Washington St. and 
to the south by Maryland St. The 
ne w Marriott, situ ated just west of 
th e Westin Hotel, w ill be connect­
ed to the second level of the Indiana 
Convention Center exp ansion by 
a walkway over Maryland St . and 
it a lso will be connecte d to the 
ne ighboring state parking garage 
facili ty to the west. 

The owner of the new Marriott 
com plex is Con vention Hotel Part­
ners LLC, com prised of Kite De ­
velopment Corp ., Fishers, Ind.; 
White Lodging Services, Merril­
lv ille, Ind.; and REI Investments 
Inc ., Carmel, Ind . 

The $90 million hotel, scheduled 
for completion in spring 2001, will 
inclu de extensive meeting space ­
approximately 40,000 square feet, 

• 

including 33 breakou t rooms . Other 
featu res include 17th and 18th floor 
concier ge levels, each with a pri­
vate concierge lounge; an indoor 
pool, whirlpool and health club; 
two restau rants - a fu ll-serv ice 
restauran t and a sports bar; and 300 
undergroun d parking sp aces on 
two levels. 

Construction, which began May 
17, 1999, is proceeding according to 
schedule thanks to a strong design 
and construction team and a well­
coord in ated effort among all par­
ticipants. "The project has really 
fallen in pl ace, just as we planned 
it," says BillSewall, project manager 
for Huber, Hun t & Nichols . 

Joining Huber, Hunt & Nichols 
on the Marriott project are: Ratio 
Architects Inc., Indianapolis - ar­
chitect; HOK-Chicago - designer; 
Mid-States Engineering LLC, In­
dianapolis - civil engineer; Fink 
Roberts & Petrie Inc., Indianapolis 
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- structural engineer; an d. Moore 
Engineers, Ind ianapolis - mechan­
ical / electrical engineer. 

Approximately 200 workers are 
currently on site, an d Sewall an ­
ticipates that total doubling as work 
continues n the tower and two­
story support bu ild ing (called the 
podium, this structu re will house 
the 21,OOO-square-foot grand ball­
room - the largest hotel ballroom in 
the state - and an 8,OOO-square-foot 
junior ballroom). 

Numerous contracting firms are 
involved with the project. Chief trade 
contractors include: EA. Wilhelm 
Construction Co. Inc., Indianapolis 
- concrete superstructure; Concrete 
Technology, Springboro, Ohio - pre­
cast skin; Ben Hur Constru ction Co., 
Indianapolis - precast erector; W.R. 
Kelso Co. Inc., Indianapolis - roofing; 
Wilhelm Masonry; Hoosier Glass 
Co. Inc., Indian ap olis; Kite Inc., In­
dia napolis - in terior studw ork and 
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drywall; Freita g-Weinhart, Indianapolis, and Greiner 
Bros. Inc., Indianapolis-mechanical and plumbing; Long 
Electric Co. Inc., Indianapolis, and Ermco Electric Inc., 
Indianapolis; Bright Sheet Metal Co. Inc., Indianapolis; 
Dalmati on Fire Inc., Indianapolis - fire protection; Korte, 
Indianapolis - elevators; and Geiger & Peters Inc., In­
dianapolis - stru ctu ral steel. 

Supported on spread footings, Indianapolis Mar­
riott Downtow n is a poured in-place concrete struc­
ture - composed of app roximately 25,000 cubic yards 
of concrete. The exterior will fea tu re an extensive 
am oun~ of p recast and glass, along with EIFS for the 
penthouses and other areas. Also, Sewall says brick that 
m atches the convention center will be used from the 
third floor down. 

F.A. Wilhelm Cons truction Co. makes one of its final 
concre te pours for Indianapolis Marriott Downtown. 
Wilhelm rented a Schwing KVM 32XL truck-mounted 
concrete pump - equipped with a detachable placing 
boom - from R.L. McCoy Inc. to deliver concrete up 
through thebuilding to the upper levels. 

Indianapolis Marriott Downtown is scheduled to open in spring 2001 . The Marriott, with 615 deluxe guesirooms and 28 
suites, will be the largest hotel in thestate of Indiana. 
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Ja ck Val/Hire, superiniendcnt : F • Ilhelm 
Construction Co. 

Bill Sewall, project manager for 
Huber, Hunt & Nichols. 

Pouring It On 

In February, laborers 
w ere working on several 
sect ions of the tower and -­ ­
support s t ru ctu re . F.A. 
Wilhelm Construction Co . 
was busy maki ng fina l 
concrete pours fo r the 
tower. 

"Wilhelm has done a 
very good job prod uc tion­
wi se for the tower struc­
ture, and that has opened 
other work opportunities 
for the other trades," Se­
wall says. 

Wilhelm's operation 
has been aided substan­
ti all y b y the u se of a 
Schwing KVM 32XL 
truck-mounted concrete 
pump w ith a detachable 
p lacing boom to deli ver 
concrete - su p p lied by 
Prairie G rou p - up 
through the building to 
the upper leve ls. 

Th e 32-meter boom 
pump, rented from R.L. 
McCoy Inc. , Indianapolis, 
fea tures a compact, four­
section boom d esign, a 
106-foot vertical rea ch, an 
output up to 209 cubic 
yard s per hour, and th e 
optional detachable boom. 
According to Schwing
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tower, Concrete wa s pumped more 
than 175 feet to the upper floors. 

"Th is is the fourth job that I've 
been on th at w e' ve us ed a placing 
boom," says VVilhelm Superinten­
dent Jack Vannice. w ho described 
the concret e pump / opt ional pl ac­
ing boom co m bin a t io n as "a 
money-saver and a lab or-save r." 

Using th e detachable placing 
boom, Wilhelm 'was able to increase 
its concrete placement speed more 
than 50 perce nt over the tow er 
crane and bucket method . Also by 

usi ng th e placing boom, the tw o 
tower cranes on si te were free to 
handle other necessary lifting. 

Wilhelm, led by Project Manag­
er Mike Kinton and Vannice, com­
pleted w ork on the tower ahead 
of schedule, doing a floor per week 
from the fourth level thru the roof. 
Each floo r consisted of two pours 
p lus the ve rtica l work . The con­
tr actor never mi ssed a scheduled 
pour unt il a 5-inch sn ow in ear ly 
Febru ary curtailed thei r opera tion 
for several days. 

Huber, H un t & Nichols is ove r­
seeing the project fro m an office 
build ing su ite, ad jacent to the con­
struction action. In addition to Se­
wall- a 17-year HH&N em p loyee, 
the m an agem en t team inclu d es 
Dennis Page, contract manager; 
Ben Swart, Ad i Luns ford and Steve 
La u ra la, project eng ineers; Tom 
Boy d , M & E coordinator; Tom 
\Villiam s and Tim Grieshop, project 
su perin tendents; Kellie Anderson, 
accountant; Meli ssa H udson, sec­
retary / rece p tio n is t; and Ly n n 
Da vis, secret ary. 

The team ha s accomplish ed 
much in a rela tively short period, 
but additional w ork lies ahead. 
Right now, says Sewall, concrete 
w ork is ongo ing in th e podium 
and precast work is continuing on 
the tower, Also, glass and drywall 
operations are getting into high 
ge ar. 

A variety of equipmen t is being 
u sed to cons truct the Ma rriott in­
cluding two tower cr anes an d a 
hydraulic crane su p p li e d by 
Carli sle, a Link-Belt HC -218 crane 
from R.H Marlin Inc., and a Cham­
pion 6000 twin-cage bulkhoist from 
Me tro Elevator Co. Inc. " 0 

CONSTRUCTION DIGEST APRIL 10. 2000 


