


Industry Champions
 
Receive ACPA Top Honors 
This year, the ACPA presented six individuals with the Pioneer Award. Plaques and biographies 

were presented during the ACPA 's annual meeting held durin g World of Concrete. 

Merriam-Webster descr ibes a pioneer a one who 
"origin ates or helps open up a new line of thought 
or act ivity or a new met hod or technical develop­

ment ." All of this year's Pioneer Award recipients are being 
recognized for their specific or uniq ue contribut ions to the 
concrete pumpi ng industry. Below are the criteria to nominate 
an individual for the ACPA Pioneer Award: 

1. They must have fos tered and ad vanc ed the co ncrete 
pumping industry: 

2. They mus t have increased the use of concrete pumpin g: 
3. They must have improved the conditions under which 

concrete pum ping is performed: 
4. They must have shared their knowledge and experie nces 

with the concrete pum ping industry ; 
5. They must have promoted good will within the industry 

and general public: 
6. The y mus t have promoted and practiced safety within 

the industry. 

Gary Brown-R.L. McCoy, Inc. 
After graduating from his hometown high school in Hun ­

tington. Indiana. Ga ry enli sted in the U.S. Arm y and served 
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Gary Brown-R.L. McCoy, Inc., Columbia City. Indiana 

three years of active duty. Upon return ing home. he enlisted 
in the Indiana Army Na tional Guard and atte nded Purdue 
University. majoring in construction technology. Gary serv ed 
a total of 22 year s in the military before retiring with the ran k 
of first sergeant in 1994. While attending college. Gary worked 
construction and was first introdu ced to shotcrete pumps. 

Realizing there was potentially a future in this line of work. 
he and two business associ ates formed a part nership to pump 
concrete on residential and commercial projects in the nort hern 
Indiana area. Their first pump was a P-40 Wh iteman purchased 
from Cross Concrete Pumpin g. Unfortunately. the hou sing 
market did not fare well in the late 1970s, so the company 
dissolved and the partners went their sep arate ways. 

But Gary knew there was still a market for concrete pump­
ing. so he co ntacted BiII Cross abo ut starting a concre te 
pu mpin g branc h in the Fort Wayne, Indiana, area. Cro s 
agree d and later opened another branch in Indianapo lis. Gar y 
worke d for Cro ss until 1987. when he left to work for Huber. 
Hun t. and Nich ols. and then later. EA. Wilhel m Construction. 
During this time. he pumped many of the high-rise buildings 
in Indi anapolis . 

R.L. McCoy was the first bridge contractor Gary convinced 
to use a concrete pump. His persuasion and their grow ing 



bridge business persuaded them enough to purchase their 
own pump in 1988 . With Gary as their "concrete pump 
advisor:' they were soon adding additional pumps to their 
fleet. During one of their trips to purchase a new 42-Meter 
Schwing. Gary was offered the opportunity to expand and 
manage a second concrete pumping operation for the 
company. In 1994. Gary developed a new branch for R.L. 
McCoy located in the Indianapolis area. 

Gary has served on the ACPA Board of Directors and has 
always been an active supporter of the Association and its 
programs. When the ACPA called upon Gary last year to 
give a co-worker safety seminar to members of the Concrete 
Foundations Association. Gary readily agreed. He is always 
ready to help promote safety and with the help of his wife. 
Katrina. he regularly organizes safety meetings for all concrete 
pumpers in his area . 

Gary and Katrina have been married 33 years and live in 
Greenfield, Indiana. They have two adult children, Benjamin 
and Valerie, and they have three granddaughters. 


